
The Flame 
The Federation of  Jewish Womenôs Organizations of Maryland  

Established 1916 

 
 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 

§ Message from our 

President 

 

§ Presidentsõ 
Reception 

 

§ Centennial 

Convention 

Remembered 

 

§ Social Action  

 

§ Thank You 

Luncheon 

 

§ Serv-A 

 

§ History Panels 

 

§ Under the 

Umbrella  

 

§ Federation 

Calendar 

 

Flame Editors: 
Marcia Bornfriend 
Eve Vogelstein 
Jane Davis 

Issue  1ð Fall 2016   Lighting the Way for Jewish Women Leaders 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 
9:30 am ς 12:30 pm 

at Baltimore Hebrew Congregation 
7401 Park Heights Avenue, 21208 

¢ƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ  
Organizations of Maryland 

 

Invites you and your members to 

For more information go to www.jewishwomensfed.org 

Social Action Project:   Please bring any of the following new items for the residents of  
The Samaritan Women, an organization that provides restoration care to survivors of human 

trafficking:  school supplies and personal hygiene items.  

 

Expand Your Knowledge  
with Experienced  
Facilitators 

 Using Social Media 
Marcia Bornfriend,  

President, Levindale  Auxiliary 
Increasing Membership 

Helene H. Waranch,  
President, Federation 

  Board Orientation and Training 
Jackie Cohen,  

Past President, Hadassah of Greater Baltimore 

Kosher continental breakfast will be served. 
 

RSVP by September 16, 2016 to: 

Esther Jacobson: nuwest222@aol.com or 410-303-6545 

mailto:nuwest222@aol.com
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Message from our President Helene H. Waranch 

  What a wonderful Centennial Celebration of Federation 
ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
Maryland we enjoyed at the Annual 
Convention!  Thank you to all those who 
worked so hard planning and implementing 
such a successful day, especially the co-
chairs, Eve Vogelstein and Lynda Weinstein 

and the in-house graphic designer, Marcia Bornfriend. 
   Most of all, we are most appreciative of Sheila Derman 
who completed her term as our president.  We are 
grateful for her leadership, for her dedication to the social 
justice issues and for her strong voice. Personally I have 
learned so much from her and cherish our working 
relationship and close friendship.  Although Sheila has 
now stepped down as our president, I know she will be a 
mentor to many of us and will continue to stay involved.  
We look forward to her continued guidance! 
   L ŀƳ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ рлth 
president and to work with such a strong group of 
dedicated and competent officers. Together we will 
continue to make Federation viable and vital to our 
community, providing our constituent organizations with 
leadership training and education and serving as their 
voice on issues critical to us as Jews and women. 
   Over the summer, our officers and I have been hard at 
work planning the 101st year of Federation.  We have 
been: 
 

¶ Selecting women to become chairs of the 
different committees 

¶ Planning the programs for our meetings 
¶ Recruiting individuals to become Friends of 

Federation 
¶ Preparing the 2016-17 directory 
¶ Creating a new budget 
¶ Reviewing and updating the Bylaws and Policies 
¶ Beginning to plan the 101st Convention 
¶ Meeting with community leaders to build 

awareness and working relationships 
   ! ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ƛŀƛǎƻƴǎέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘΦ  
Each officer, including me, has selected three of our 
member organizations with whom to communicate over 
the year.  Each of us will be calling the president at 
opportune times to discuss Federation and to remind 
them of our upcoming programs and to determine if the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 
hope to visit every organization either at an event and/or 
board meeting.  Our hope is that together we will build 
stronger relationships among Federation and all our 
member organizations.   We look forward to a meaningful 
year for all of us. Wishing you and your families a healthy, 
happy and peaceful new year for 5777. 

All the best, Helene H. Waranch 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ By Rochelle Bohrer 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ фǘƘ ŀǘ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜ IŜōǊŜǿ 
Congregation. Many presidents and representatives 
from our constituent organizations gathered to 
participate in this informative session. President 
Helene H. Waranch discussed Federation and its 
mission, and Sheila Derman reviewed Federation's 
history.  Our wonderful history panels were also on 
display. VP Rochelle Bohrer spoke about Federation's 
community endeavors and VP Linda Boteach 
explained Federation's administrative services. VP 
Esther Jacobson then introduced our future programs, 
and Arlene Mazer gave the treasurer's report.  Betty 
Seidel spoke about Serv-A and Nancy Aiken informed 

us about Chana, the newest organization to join Federation. Attendees then 
formed discussion groups to share information about the strengths and needs of 
their organizations. This was an excellent opportunity to connect, network and 
exchange ideas.  A delicious lunch from Milk and Honey was enjoyed by all.   
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   It is not very often that one gets to celebrate 100 years 
of anything, but the opportunity to see The Federation of 
WŜǿƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ млл 
years from a leadership position was one of the 
highlights of my life. This Centennial Year began with 
plans for a great celebration which culminated with the 
annual convention in May. Research for convention 
started early in the year. We made plans to create a 
panel display depicting the decades of Federation which 
highlighted our leaders and our successes of bringing the 
Jewish women of Baltimore together with vision and 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦ hǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ά{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ¦ƴƛǘȅ ς 100 
¸ŜŀǊǎΣέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ wƻƴŘŀ 
Cooperstein, directed by Miriam Bazenky and included 
our own Federation players. The day included the Builder 
of Unity awards given to a representative from each 

constituent organization. We bestowed the E.B. Hirsh 
[ƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜ άwƛƪƪƛέ {ǇŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
It was an exciting, informative and inspirational day as 
we look forward to the next 100 years.    
   Additional programming during the year included Mik-
ǾŀƘ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ aƛƪǾŀƘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
highlighted the importance of our role in public policy.  
   Now as we march into the next 100 years, let us remain 
steadfast to our mission. May we continue to inform our 
members on the many issues still affecting women as 
they become empowered over their lives and bodies 
with equity, justice and financial security.  
   Keep in mind that we must always vote, no matter how 
difficult the choices. To do anything less leaves us 
powerless. TO THE NEXT 100!  

Reflections on the Centennial by Sheila K. Derman 

 Due to printing difficulties, this write-up was omitted from our Centennial 
Program Book: 
Covenant Guild Inc.:  Beatrice Yoffe 
 

Beatrice is an amazing example of how one person can strengthen an organization and bring people together.  She has been a 

member of our group for many years and has always taken an active part in our philanthropic endeavors.  With her engaging 

personality and enthusiasm, Beatrice volunteers her time and energy whenever she sees the need.  For example, when there is 

an important committee that needs a chairman, she steps up to the plate.  There is no doubt that Beatrice has the ability to 

bring people together not only with her charm but also her unwavering commitment to the goals of Covenant Guild: loving, 

ŎŀǊƛƴƎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳƛƭŘŜǊ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘȅέ !ǿŀǊŘΦ    

   The Samaritan Women operates transitional and restorative shelter programs for women recovering from domestic 
human trafficking. The program emphasizes life-building, personal accomplishments, social re-entry and spiritual 
reconciliation. The Samaritan Women also engage in combatting domestic human trafficking through awareness, 
prevention, service and advocacy.  Jeanne Allert, Executive Director, spoke about the social and economic issues of 
human trafficking at the 99th Federation Convention. 
   Most women arrive with little if no possessions and terribly low self-esteem. Please bring  school supplies and 
personal hygiene items for their residents to the September 22nd Federation meeting. 

Social Action ProjectτSamaritan Women 
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Thank You Luncheon for Sheila Derman by Helene H. Waranch 

With great appreciation, the Board of Directors of Federation gave Sheila Derman, 
retiring president, a Miriam's cup in honor of her many years of service to Federation 
culminating in the completion of her presidency. Just as Miriam led our ancestors in song 
and dance to celebrate their new freedom, Sheila continues the legacy. Thank you ever 
so much to Sheila for being the Miriam in Federation for so many years and for being our 
strong leader for the past two years, for bringing us to the 100th anniversary celebration 
and for being our voice for the issues we hold dear.  

SERV-A by Betty Samuels Seidel, Chair 

Letters! We get letters! We get lots of thank-you letters. Thus we know that our efforts are surely 
appreciated by the Jewish servicemen and women who are protecting us all over the world.  Shabbat and 
Jewish holidays are spiritually observed with our gifts of religious ceremonials and tasty traditional kosher 
goodies. Grateful are we to all the caring Federation constituent organizations and sisterhoods for their 
annual gifts, and to all the individuals who commemorate happy or sad events with contributions to Serv-A.  
Todah Rabah!  Many Thanks! 

History Panels 

Federation commissioned these panels to display its 100-year 
history. If an organization wishes to exhibit the panels at an event, 
please contact Helene H. Waranch: hhwaranch@gmail.com. 

 The Jewish Museum of Maryland is looking for volunteers! 
This unique opportunity offers a flexible schedule  
Sundays �± Thursdays. For more information, please contact  
Sue Foard, at 443-873-5162 or sfoard@jewishmuseummd.org  


